Handle With Care

Proverbs 14:34 Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is a reproach to any people.
One of the signs of the end time is that men would call good evil and evil good.

With the Apostle Peter’s Pentecost message came a stern warning … “Save yourself from this untoward generation.”
Untoward … “Backward, perverse, willful, crooked, inappropriate, not in accordance with Truth.”

If the Apostle Peter called his generation “untoward” what do you suppose he would think about our day?

Isaiah 5:20 Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for light, and light for darkness; that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter!
Our generation is witnessing the blurring of the line between right and wrong.

Those actions that in recent years were considered atrocious … are today thought of as normal traits of an ever-evolving society.

Just as the lines between right and wrong are being blurred in society … so are the lines between worldliness and righteousness within the church.

It is dangerous for a child of God to flirt with sin … and even more dangerous to keep going back to the same sin over and over.

Hebrews 6:4-6 Some people cannot be brought back again to a changed life. They were once in God’s light. They enjoyed heaven’s gift, and they shared in the Holy Spirit. [5] They found out how good God’s word is, and they received the powers of his new world. [6] And then they fell away from Christ! It is not possible to keep on bringing them back to a changed life again. For they are nailing the Son of God to a cross again and are shaming him in front of others.


You will either control sin or sin will control you.

Campground … climbing vines are taking over the front of the one of the buildings.

If we don’t confront sin, it will slowly but surely creep into the church.

Why Be Concerned About Sin?

Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death. 
This is not a reference to natural death … it refers to spiritual death, or separation from God.

The very nature of sin creates a barrier between man and God.

Unrepented sin will separate man from God.

Unrepented sin clouds the mind with unrelenting waves of guilt.

Sin is a cancer corrupting and killing the spiritual man.

Sin is defiance to the authority of God. 

Sin is spiritual disease, deformity, and weakness. 

Sin is rebellion against the rule of God.

Sin will add to your trouble, subtract from your energy, and multiply your difficulties.

Sin deceives, defiles, deadens, and destroys.

All Have Sinned!

There is not one person under the sound of my voice that can say that they have not committed some kind of sin.

In fact, John wrote [1 John 1:10] If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.
Thankfully, if we sin, we can ask for forgiveness.

1 John 2:1 My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.
German Proverb … If God were not willing to forgive sin, heaven would be empty. 

God’s Response to Sin.

One of the greatest paradoxes of all time is how that on the one hand God so vehemently hates sin … while on the other hand HE so passionately loves sinners.

2 Peter 3:9 The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.

The great Apostle Paul wrote … “I die daily.”

Meaning that everyday he repents.

Unrepented Sin Angers God

Not only is it right for God to display anger against sin … I find it impossible to understand how some people believe a Holy God could do otherwise.

Some so-called Christians seem to be of the opinion that they can serve God all the while living in sin.

Romans 6:1-2 What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? [2] God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein?
Korah sinned against God in the 16th chapter of Numbers … God caused the earth to open up and swallow him and all his men and their families … 250 people total.

The sin of one person almost always brings tragedy to many.

Don’t you believe for a moment that sin doesn’t matter to God.

The Church and Sin.

You can’t judge a church by its sin … because all churches have sin in them.

You can only judge a church by how it handles its sin.

On the one hand, the church member’s must show mercy to the sinner:

Galatians 6:1 Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted.

Don't condemn the sinner! … We are … or we were … or we could again, be a sinner.

John 8:7 He that is without sin among you, let him first cast a stone. 

Like God, Godly people should abhor sin … 

However, hatred of sin should not keep us from loving the sinner. 

One the other hand … Any church that attempts to cover sin is committing sin!

Sin cannot be covered.

Numbers 32:23 Be sure your sin will find you out. 
When a church deliberately covers sin, that church is inviting the judgment of God.

Isaiah 30:1 Woe to the rebellious children, saith the LORD, that take counsel, but not of me; and that cover with a covering, but not of my spirit, that they may add sin to sin:
Unrepented sin is a continued sin.

Proverbs 28:13 He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy.

As long as you tolerate even the slightest sin and inconsistency in your life, the devil has a toehold.

The Pastor’s Responsibility in Dealing with Sin.

1 Thessalonians 5:14 Warn them that are unruly.
1 Timothy 5:20 Them that sin rebuke before all, that others also may fear.
Paul told his son Timothy, [2 Timothy 4:2] Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine.
I have a responsibility to preach against sin.

· Sins of the mind … Lust, pride, evil thoughts, 

· Sins of the body … Immorality, Fornication, Adultery, Homosexuality … and the familiarity that leads to sin!

· Sins of the spirit … Hatred, malice, strife, envy…

· Sins of the mouth … Lying, false reports, gossip…

The Sinner’s Proper Response to Sin.

1 Thessalonians 5:22 Abstain from all appearance of evil.
Be careful …

· Where you go.

· Who you associate with.

· What you participate in.

· What habits you allow.

If you fall into temptation and commit sin … repent quickly!

Destroy the sin in your life or it will destroy you.

True repentance is to cease from sin.

What Can Wash Away My Sins?

Nothing but the blood of Jesus!

When God pardons sin… 

· He purges the record;

· He erases the remembrance;

· He empowers the recipient.
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