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The Plight of A Hard-Headed Man
Jeremiah 7:24 But they did not listen or pay attention; instead, they followed the stubborn inclinations of their evil hearts. They went backward and not forward.
James 4:14-15 Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away. (15) For that ye ought to say, If the Lord will, we shall live, and do this, or that.
I really don't think I need to define hard-headedness for a group of men, but just in case ... 
To be hard-headed is to be ... 
1) Inflexible ... Refuse to budge from your position ... Set in your ways ... unwilling to change.
2) Obstinate ... Refuse to consider the facts or any other opinion;
3) Stubborn ... always right (even if you know you're wrong). 
You heard about the lady who said, "When I married Mr Right, I didn't know his first name was Always!"
Let me assure all of us ... God isn't going to give a special reward in heaven to the man with the hardest head ... Though I know men who appear to be competing for that prize!  LOL
Look at Balaam the backslidden prophet:
He was the epitome of a hard-headed man!
In Numbers 22, Balak ... King of the Midianites ... enemy of the people of God ... sent messengers to Balaam ...
We want to hire you to curse God's people... 
Stay here, I'll pray about it.
God said, "Thou shalt surely not go."
A second, more prestigious delegation came ... 
Stay here, I'll go pray again. 
I'd like to have heard that prayer ... God, they're back ... I know you said, "No" .... They're offering more money ... Would it be okay if I go curse your people?
God said "Go, but you better not curse my people."
Balaam takes their gifts and promises to go with them. 
Saddles his donkey ... starts the trip. 
Donkey sees an angel with a sword of fire in the road, runs thru a briar patch, cuts up Balaam.
Donkey is beaten into submission and started back down the same road. 
Donkey sees angel with sword of fire standing in a narrow place, runs into a wall and breaks Balaam's ankle. 
Donkey gets another beating. 
While Balaam is beating the donkey it looks at him and asks ... Donkey ask, "Why are you beating me? Haven't I always been loyal to you? I've always carried you where you want to go." 
Balaam screams at the donkey ... You run me through a briar patch, then into a wall.
The donkey says, I saw the angel with a sword of fire in the way to kill you ... 
Immediately Balaam's eyes are open, he can see the angel, and the sword of fire ... He begins to repent ...  
Then he says the dumbest words recorded in the Bible ... "If you don't want me to go, I won't."
Picture this hard-headed idiot ... Clothes ripped ... Legs and arms cut up ... Broken ankle ... Talking to a donkey (that's more spiritual than he is) ... Standing in front of an angel with a sword drawn to kill him. 
As if to say, "You are just plain stupid" the angel steps aside and says "Go." 
It is a dangerous thing to be so hard-headed that God can't get thru to you. 
It's one thing to be hard headed with your friends and family ... quite another to be hard-headed with God. 
Edward Howe wrote, "Some men will do more for his stubbornness than for his wife, his religion, or his country."
Too often, we men dig in our heels and just refuse to get with God's program ... 
We take pride in this macho attitude ... It's my way or the highway."
Ironically, Elvis Presley, who learned to sing in a Pentecostal church, his last hit song was "I Did It My Way." Then died of an overdose of drugs. 
My mom's famous statement when I was growing up, "Boy, if you can't listen you can feel."
Most hard-headed people have to suffer before they straighten up. 
I've lived long enough to know that's a life principle!
I couldn't begin to count the men I've worked with over the years who refused to do things God's way until disaster visited their life. 
The Bible principle is, "Fall on the Rock and be broken, or the Rock will fall on you and grind you to powder."
The most important advice I can give you today is (1) Hear what God is saying; (2) Quickly do what God is directing you to do; and (3) Don't let anything or anybody detour you from following God.
Is God trying to get thru to you?
Has He made more than one attempt to get your attention, or to get you to respond correctly?
If so, just say "Yes Lord."
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