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The Impact
Of The
Cross
He was born in an obscure, insignificant village.  He worked in a carpenter shop until He was thirty.  He then became an itinerant preacher.  He never had a family, or owned a house.  He never traveled more than thirty miles from His hometown.  He didn’t go to college; He had no credentials but Himself.  
As a child, he taught the elders of the temple a thing or two, He turned water into wine, He was tempted by the Devil, but He never sinned.  
He healed the sick, He made the blind to see, He caused the deaf to hear, He cured the Lepers, He made crippled men walk, He raised people from the dead.  He forgave repentant sinners, and He rebuked the self-righteous hypocrites.
He was only 33 when the public turned against Him.  His friends ran away, He was turned over to His enemies.  He endured the travesty of a mock trial.  He was flogged and mercilessly beaten.  He was spat upon and ridiculed.  His teachings were laughed to scorn.  He was nailed to a cross between two thieves.  
While He was dying, He became our sinless substitute.  He prayed for His executioners, as soldiers gambled for His clothing; the only property He had on Earth.  His body was laid in a borrowed tomb.  It is a historical fact that three days later, He was raised from the dead.
Twenty centuries have come and gone, and today, He is the central figure of the entire human race.  
All the armies that ever marched, all the navies that ever set sail, all the Parliaments that ever sat, and all the kings that ever reigned, have not affected the life of man on this earth as much as that One Solitary Life.
It is true that the birth of Christ brought God to man … but it took the cross of Christ to bring man to God.
Jesus Christ came to do what no human being can do … He came to redeem men.
He came to alter their disposition…
He came to fill them with His Holy Spirit …
He came to make men holy… 
And, He came to make them new creatures!
There are many supporting characters in the story surrounding the crucifixion …
Sometime this week, you will want to read Luke 23 ... Contains a vivid account of the crucifixion, as well as introduces us to the characters around the cross.
Not every person present at the crucifixion was impacted the same way …
The soldiers were indifferent … unmoved by Christ and the cross. 
· They passed the time at the foot of the cross gambling for His coat.
The disciples were distressed, angered, and challenged by the cross. 
· Most of them fled in fear.
· Simon Peter, the leader of the band of disciples, cut off a soldier’s ear.
· He denied Christ … three times.
· He cursed at onlookers gathered around a fire outside the judgment hall.
The enemies of Christ were delighted by the cross. 
· “Give us Barabbas, crucify Jesus.”
· A. W. Tozer wrote, “The world crucified Jesus because they couldn't stand him! There was something in him that rebuked them, and they hated him for it and finally crucified him.”
The thief crucified with Christ found hope in the cross. 
· Jesus said, “Today you will be with me in paradise.”
· Calvary is the place of decision … it is an eternal sword … dividing mankind into two classes … the saved and the lost.
Bystanders were transformed by the cross. 
· “Now when the centurion saw what was done, he glorified God, saying, ‘Certainly this was a righteous man.’  And all the people that came together to that sight, beholding the things which were done, smote their breasts, and returned.”
Believers were inspired by the cross. 
· There lives were forever changed.
· If the cross does not change your life … you did not have an encounter with the cross.
· I learn a lot at Starbucks watching people.
Nature recognized the price paid upon the cross.  
· “And there was a darkness over all the earth until the ninth hour.  And the sun was darkened, and the veil of the temple was rent in the midst.”
Every person present at the cross was impacted by it.
Each and every person who comes face-to-face with Calvary today will be impacted!
The searcher is impacted by Calvary because he realizes … this is what I’ve been looking for all of my life.
· We are all searchers.
· We have all searched in the wrong places.
· Happiness, fulfillment, peace, and security is not found in worldliness … sin … ungodly habits … wrong relationships … manmade religion … education … or money.
· The songwriter penned the words, “Only Jesus can satisfy your soul.  Only He can change your life, and make you whole.  He’ll give you peace you never knew, love and joy, and heaven to.  For only Jesus can satisfy your soul.”
The hurting and the helpless are impacted by the cross when they realize that Jesus Christ went to the cross for them.
· “For the son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.”
· “No man taketh my life from me, because I lay it down myself.”
· You can live a lifetime and never find anyone who will love you like Jesus loves you …
· No one to care for you.
· No one to be there for you.
· No one to befriend you.
· No one who will stick as close to you.
· No one who will protect you.
· “He was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.”
· The Amplified Bible says, “The chastisement [needful to obtain] peace and well-being for us was upon Him.”
· The New Century Version says, “The punishment, which made us well, was given to him.”
· The New International says, “The punishment that brought us peace was upon him.”
The cross impacts society’s outcast when they realize that all men are equal at the foot of the cross.
· The ground at the foot of the cross is level … all my come.
· No matter your education … or lack of.
· No matter your bank balance … or lack of.
· No matter your ethnicity.
· No matter your social status.
· “The Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.”
The cross impacts those bound by sin desiring to be free when they understand that Christ died for the ungodly.
· “For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet peradventure for a good man some would even dare to die.  But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.”
· The cross is evidence of God’s anger toward sin … and it is POWERFUL proof of his love for sinners.
· The greatest paradox in the Scripture is God’s vehement hatred of sin contrast with His unfathomable love for sinners.
· Christ's death on the cross was a sacrifice for all our sins … past, present, and future. 
· Freedom starts by kneeling at the foot of the cross. 
In Closing:
Will you allow the cross to impact your life today?
Our ministers are coming …
We are all going to pray …
Then this altar will be open … and its then up to you … will you allow your life to be impacted by the cross?
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