
Sunday, September 23, 2012

Isaac Sowed In A Time of Famine
Genesis 26:12-14 Then Isaac sowed in that land, and received in the same year an hundredfold: and the Lord blessed him. (13) And the man waxed great, and went forward, and grew until he became very great: (14) For he had possession of flocks, and possession of herds, and great store of servants: and the Philistines envied him.
There was a famine in Israel.
The situation is dire ... 
· Crops are destroyed.
· Herds are dying.
· Families are suffering.
· No work.
· No money.
· Sickness and disease runs rampant.
· People are dying.
In the midst of the death and devastation ... Isaac and his family determined to leave Israel to escape the famine.
God stopped him ... "Go not down into Egypt."
Its not my message today, but let me interject something here ...
· Egypt is a type of the world ... the world will never supply the needs of a child of God.
God said, "Go not down into Egypt."
America is facing a modern day famine of sorts ... 
The American economy is suffering...
· $16 trillion dollars debt.
· The national debt increases by $3.8 billion a day.
· There are 313 million people in the USA
· Each person's share of the debt is $51,096.84 
· 12.5 million Americans (8.1% of the work force) is unemployed ... another 14 million Americans are underemployed.
· The average for a gallon of gasoline in 2007 was $1.84 ... according to AAA, the average price of regular is $3.82 per gallon. 
· 2004 - 2012 the cost of living has increased 20.3% ... which means we are paying 1/5 more for everything today than we did 8 years ago.
America is facing an economic famine.
God's answer is still ... "Go not down into Egypt."
Genesis 26:12 tells us that Isaac "sowed" in a time of famine.
When everyone else was looking for answers in Egypt ... Isaac sowed in a time of famine.
When everyone else was giving up ... Isaac sowed in a time of famine.
When everyone else was going broke ... Isaac sowed in a time of famine.
When everyone else was hoarding what little they had ... Isaac sowed in a time of famine.
When people all around him were loosing everything they had ... Isaac sowed in a time of famine.
Most importantly ... When it looked like the land would not produce ... Isaac sowed in a time of famine.
Isaac sowed seed in the time of famine with nothing to encourage his efforts except God's promise ... "I will bless thee."
God can bless you anywhere!
God is not limited or governed by deficiency, employment, or economy.
When my wife and I were home missionaries we decided to empty our checking account and give the balance to missions ... we wrote a check for $348.18.  That was in a Friday night service.  Monday, 3-days later, we got a check from the telephone company for $348.18 with an explanation that we had been overpaying our bill.
Another time ... I was down to one pair of shoes.  Those shoes had holes in them.  We had less than $30.00 in our account and determined that we would buy me a pair of shoes on Saturday.  A missionary to Africa told the church for $25.00 he could buy 4 pair of shoes in Africa for preachers who had no shoes.  We gave $25.00.  Sunday, 2-days later, a man gave me a new $80.00 pair of dress shoes.  Sunday night, a lady gave be bags full of shoes.
Many times we miss the blessing of God because we fail to sow in the midst of famine.
Instead of breaking through we find ourselves backing up ...
· Backing up on our prayer life.
· Backing up on reading the Word.
· Backing up on church attendance.
· Backing up on tithes and offerings.
Sowing in a time of famine is a powerful Bible principle ...
You and your family cannot afford to miss or ignore this powerful principle ...
I have seen the truth of this principle evidenced in my own life and the lives of many people in the church. 
Those that are faithful in giving tithes and offerings are blessed financially, even in the midst of this recession. 
Those that are afraid and don’t give to God have grave problems in their finances. 
Each person has a choice to make ... Am I going to believe God’s Word and be a generous giver or not? 
God blesses those who trust Him with their finances.
You can trust God ...
David said, Psalms 37:25, I was young and now I am old, yet I have never seen the righteous forsaken or their children begging bread.
Look at what happened when Isaac sowed in a time of famine ...
"And (Isaac) received in the same year an hundredfold."
Proverbs 10:22 (NIV) The blessing of the LORD brings wealth, and he adds no trouble to it.
I've said it a thousand times if I've said it once ... "It is impossible to out-give God."
I believe that with every ounce of my being.
It is a fact ... God will never be beholden to His children ... God will never "owe" you or me anything.
Malachi 3:10-11 Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it. (11) And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruits of your ground; neither shall your vine cast her fruit before the time in the field, saith the Lord of hosts.
Jesus set out the most important blessing principle ... the principle of giving.
Luke 6:38 Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again.
This one verse reveals two powerful principles ...
1)
When you give to God, God will give back to you, in greater measure than you have given. 
2)
The more you give to God, the more you will receive. 
God wants to bless you.
God is going to bless this church through you.
I'm not asking God to cause a stranger to bless this church ... (though we'd take it.) LOL
I'm asking God to bless YOU so you can bless this church!
We are blessed so that we can be a blessing.
In order to be blessed financially ... we must follow Biblical financial principles. 
One of the Biblical principles of blessing is "sowing in the time of famine."
I refuse to be content ...
· Just getting by.
· Making it by the skin of my teeth.
· Living from paycheck to paycheck.
· Subject to the economic famine.
· Seeing my family do without the things they need.
· Living below the level of blessing God desires for me.
Because Isaac decided to sow in the time of famine ... 
Look at what God did for Isaac ... 
1)
The Lord blessed him. 
2)
He waxed great. 
3)
He went forward. 
4)
He grew. 
5)
Until he became very great!
3 John 1:2 (NAS) Beloved, I pray that in all respects you may prosper and be in good health, just as your soul prospers.
In Closing ...
Genesis 26 is the only place in the Bible that I have been able to find where God promised a 100-fold return ...
You only reap 100-fold when you stare down fear and doubt ... and sow in spite of everything that the world has to say!
God said ... Sow in famine and I'll release this 100-fold blessing into your life...
My text (Genesis 26:12-14) ends like this ... I think its my favorite part ..."The Philistines envied Isaac."
When you sow in the time of famine ... 
The world will look on in astonishment.
The world will be envious of the blessings upon your life.
Most importantly ... They will want to know your God!
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