Commitment Series:

Committed to Christ

[Luke 6:13-16] And when it was day, he called unto him his disciples: and of them he chose twelve, whom also he named apostles; [14] Simon, (whom he also named Peter,) and Andrew his brother, James and John, Philip and Bartholomew, [15] Matthew and Thomas, James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon called Zelotes, [16] And Judas the brother of James, and Judas Iscariot, which also was the traitor.
The study of the names of the characters of the Bible is very interesting …

Bible name usually have a significant meaning … 

The names of the Disciples of Christ tell us a great deal about their character and temperament … 

· Simon (whom Jesus named Peter) … Petrus-Rock.

· Judas Iscariot … Iscariot-A man of murder; A hireling; A Traitor.

· Andrew … A Strong Man.

· John the Beloved … The grace or mercy of the Lord.

· Matthew … Given a reward.

Ajon Anun … Bob!

We don't have to do a word study on one of the Disciples' name … Simon called Zelotes.

· Amplified Version reads … Simon who was called the Zealot.

· New Living Translation … Simon the Zealot.

· NIV, ASV, NKJV … Simon called the Zealot.

An "overly zealous" demeanor is considered a negative trait.

Nobody really appreciates a zealot.

Zealots are called …

· Fanatics

· Drumbeaters

· Dogmatist

The Lexionary defines a zealot as ... A fervent and even militant proponent of something.
In the media ... People who adhere to Christian values are often tagged as "Zealots" or the "Religious Right."

When these terms are used ... they referring to ...

· People who believe in the sanctity of life … 

· People who believe in the importance of a traditional family and a healthy home-life …

· People who believe in the Word of God … The ten commandments … 

· People who believe it is our right to worship God according to the dictates of our own heart …

· People who dare a public display of their allegiance and affection to Jesus Christ …

By the media's definition of a zealot ... Radical ... Or Religious Right ... I fit the bill and I'm proud of it!

Simon was so sold out … so committed … so dedicated … so in love with God … that he was CALLED the Zealot.

According to Croft M. Pentz … The definition of a Zealot is someone who loves the Lord more than you do. 

What was it about Simon that caused the tag, Zealot, to stick?

· Did he pray too much?

· Did he love the Lord too fervently?

· Did he get really emotional when he worshipped?

· Was he narrow-minded in his beliefs?

· Do you suppose he followed Jesus too closely?

One thing for sure … He didn't pick up the tag Zealot sitting on his hands!

Indifferent … Unplugged … Out-of-step … Uncaring … people don't have to worry about anyone calling them a zealot.

The Nazarite in the Old Testament was a religious Zealot … 

· They loved more passionately.

· They stood out … even among believers.

· They lived more stringent than the Law required. 

Three traits distinguish the Nazarite …

· Would not touch a dead body.

· Looked different … Never cut the locks of his hair.

· Was a party-pooper … Refusing to drink the fruit of the vine.

Call me a spiritual Nazarite … 

[Titus 2:14] Jesus said, He gave himself for us, that He might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto Himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works.
Like the Nazarite of Old … I intend to look different than this world!
[2 Cor. 6:17] Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you,
[1 Pet. 2:9] But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should show forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.
I'm always going to be a party-pooper to the worldly minded!

[1 John 2:15-16] Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. [16] For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.

I don't like dead things … 

[John 11:25] Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life.

[John 10:10] I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.
Let me give you three good reasons why we should be willing to wear the zealot tag proudly … 

First … Because of what He's done for me!

Joan Ewing's song … If you had known me before He found me, then you'd understand why I love Him.
Sister Lisa sings … You were not there when He found me … saved me … lifted me … healed me … 

You want to know why I worship … sing to the top of my lungs … clap my hands with mucho-gusto … preach till every drop of perspiration runs out my pores. HE'S DONE SO MUCH FOR ME, I CANNOT TELL IT ALL!

Foxes Book of Martyrs … Polycarp, a student of the Apostle Paul, is being burned at the stake … 

Charged to recant his dedication to Christ and they will douse the fire… 

Eighty and six years have I served Him and He has never failed me one time, how can I fail Him now?

Second … I'd rather burn out than rust out!

Jeremiah said ... Its like fire shut up in my bones.

The fire of God in your heart will melt the lead in your feet.

Leadership Magazine … Cartoonist Doug Hall … The church secretary: A man from Ripley's Believe It or Not! wants a picture of a church member on fire for the Lord.
If you get on fire for God, you will be too hot for Satan to handle.

Every now and then a preacher will say ... Fasten your seatbelts ...

We don't need "fasten your seat belt" signs in our pews--because we no longer fly!  

We're like a group of geese attending meetings every Sunday where we talk passionately about flying and then get up and walk home. 

Paul said ... I am both willing to spend and be spent for the Gospel!

Our Lord said He would rather a man be cold, utterly without profession … rather than lukewarm … medium … generic. 

Third ... God is looking for someone to use to turn this world up-side-down with the Gospel … It might as well be me!

Song ... If you can use anything Lord, you can use me.
Bill Hybels, pastor of the largest church in America, said … You can do more with a handful of totally devoted believers than with a church-full of halfhearted ones. 

What does God have in store for Chesapeake, VA?

I'm a participator not a spectator!

I don't want to sit on the sidelines watching the great endtime revival unfold ... 

I want to be in on every play ... 

I want to be in the center of what God is doing ...

If anyone is making up a list of players ... I'm called “Jack the Zealot!”
