The God of a

Second Chance
Genesis 22:15 And the angel of the LORD called unto Abraham out of heaven the second time…
1 Kings 9:2 That the LORD appeared to Solomon the second time, as he had appeared unto him at Gibeon.
Jeremiah. 13: 3 And the word of the LORD came unto me the second time, saying…
Jonah 3:1 And the word of the LORD came unto Jonah the second time…
Many people … even some preachers … present God as cruel, ruthless, hateful and vengeful …

He’s often presented as one who takes great pleasure in pronouncing judgment and doling out punishment …

The picture is painted of God, sitting on a throne, with a long white beard, and angry look on His face, ready to zap someone with lightening rods …

This is simply not an accurate picture of God!

James 3:17 But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be entreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy.
Listen to one writer’s description of His mercy…

Could we with ink the ocean fill;
And were the heavens of parchment made; 
Were every stalk on earth a quill;   
And every man a scribe by trade.

To write the love of God above;

Would drain the ocean dry;

Nor could the scroll contain the whole, 

Though stretched from sky to sky.  

There are four things about the nature of God that the devil doesn’t want you to know…

2 Peter 3:9 (1) The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; (2) but is longsuffering to us-ward, (3) not willing that any should perish, (4) but that all should come to repentance.  

The opportunity to repent is the greatest of all God’s mercies!

Where would any of us be without the opportunity to repent?

Forgiveness is the greatest of all God’s blessings! 

Forgiveness is better than miracles, signs and wonders!

If we take one step toward God … He has promised to take four steps toward us!

1 John 1:9 If WE confess our sins, He is (1) faithful and (2) just  (3) to forgive us our sins, and (4) to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
It should not be the general rule for a child of God to commit sin … IF you do, you have an advocate!

1 John 2:1 My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous:
No matter who you are … new worshipper … backslider … guest … child of God …

When you mess up … don’t GIVE UP … GET UP!

Proverbs 24:16 For a just man falleth seven times, and riseth up again.
The most successful Christian is the one who has learned this lesson.

Get up again.

Tell God you are genuinely sorry and then go on.

Many times, while encouraging someone to ask God’s forgiveness, I am told … “God won’t forgive me.”

Ephesians 2:4-8 (AMP) But God—so rich is He in His mercy! Because of and in order to satisfy the great and wonderful and intense love with which He loved us, (5) Even when we were dead (slain) by [our own] shortcomings and trespasses, He made us alive together in fellowship and in union with Christ; [He gave us the very life of Christ Himself, the same new life with which He quickened Him, for] it is by grace (His favor and mercy which you did not deserve) that you are saved ( delivered from judgment and made partakers of Christ’s salvation). (6) And He raised us up together with Him and made us sit down together [giving us joint seating with Him] in the heavenly sphere [by virtue of our being] in Christ Jesus (the Messiah, the Anointed One). (7) He did this that He might clearly demonstrate through the ages to come the immeasurable (limitless, surpassing) riches of His free grace (His unmerited favor) in [His] kindness and goodness of heart toward us in Christ Jesus. (8) For it is by free grace (God’s unmerited favor) that you are saved ( delivered from judgment and made partakers of Christ’s salvation) through [your] faith. And this [salvation] is not of yourselves [of your own doing, it came not through your own striving], but it is the gift of God;
Some Christians make the devil more merciful than God.

Have you ever heard of the devil telling a man or woman … 
“No way, you’re not coming back to me.  I’m not taking you back.”

The 11th chapter of Hebrews is commonly called the “Hall of Faith.”

This chapter is considered as perhaps the most prestigious chapter in the entire Bible.

To be listed in this chapter would be the highest spiritual and Biblical honor.
There are 17 heroes of faith listed here.

It is interesting to note that exactly one more than half of the 17 men and women listed there grievously failed God at some point in their life …

9 of them displeased God!

9 of them committed serious sin!

9 of them needed a second chance!

Jonah … 

· Called of God.
· Commissioned to go to Nineveh.

· Went the opposite way.

· Belly of a fish 3 nights.

· Made it to Nineveh in 1 day.

· Word of the Lord came to Jonah the second time.

Noah …

· Preacher of righteousness.
· Built an ark.
· Got drunk and naked.
Abraham …

· Left Ur of the Chaldees.
· Looked for a city…
· Went into Egypt (type of sin).
· Lied to Pharaoh concerning Sarah.
Jacob …

· Grandson of Abraham (friend of God).

· Lied to and deceived Isaac his father.
· Cheated his brother.
· 21 years later … God met him at Penial.
Mosses …

· Miraculous birth.
· Miraculous upbringing in the house of Pharaoh’s daughter.

· Killed a man.
· Married an Ethiopian woman.

· Smote the rock.

Harlot Rahab …

· Need I say any more?
· Her name says it all!

Samson …

· Empowered by God.
· Sinned with Delilah.
· Ground at the mill.
· Second chance … Pillars of arena … Killed more of the enemies of God in his death than he did in his life.

David …

· Shepherd boy … Lion … Bear … Goliath

· King of Israel

· Bathsheba … Killed Uriah

· David was later referred to, by God, “as a man after mine own heart.”

Jesus spoke to His disciples of a time when He would be betrayed by His own followers … 

Peter angrily proclaimed … Though all men shall be offended because of thee, yet will I never be offended.

Jesus told him, Peter, this night, before the rooster crows, you will deny me three times.

Peter smote his breast and declared … Though I should die with thee, I will not deny thee.

Just a few verses later … The soldiers have begun the brutalization of Jesus …

Where is Simon Peter? … 
He’s following from afar off… 
He’s in the crowd … in disguise …

A damsel said to Simon … Thou also was with Jesus of Galilee.
Peter answered her, I know not what thou sayest.

Another maid saw him … This fellow was also with Jesus of Nazareth.
Again, (Peter) denied with an oath, I do not know the man.

Finally, several people from out of the crowd that were gathered there, said Surely thou also art one of them; for thy speech betrayeth thee.

Then began (Peter) to curse and to swear, saying, I know not the man.

And immediately the rooster begin to crow!

Peter remembered the words of Jesus … and he went out and wept bitterly.

Peter gave up preaching!
Simon Peter saith unto them, I go a fishing.
I’m going back to my former life as a fisherman.

In Mark’s Gospel we find a precious gem that reveals to us the goodness and the mercy of God … 
And when the sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome, went to the tomb where Jesus was laid so they could anoint His body.

Entering into the sepulcher, they saw a young man sitting on the right side, clothed in a long white garment; and they were affrighted.

He saith unto them, Be not affrighted: Ye seek Jesus of Nazareth, which was crucified: He is risen; He is not here.

Go your way, tell his disciples and Peter that He goeth before you into Galilee: there shall ye see him, as he said unto you.

I can see the room where Peter and the eleven were gathered.

The very atmosphere is filled with defeat … depression … and despondency. 

The women who had been to the tomb came running in into the room shouting … We have seen Him! … He’s alive!

He gave us a message for you … 
Go tell the disciples and Peter that I will meet them in Galilee …

Peter is sitting in the corner … 
Acting as if he is uninterested … 
He walks to where the women are …

Give us the message again …

Go tell the disciples and Peter that I will meet them in Galilee … 

Peter asks … Are you sure you got the message right? … 
Tell us again what He said …

Go tell the disciples and Peter …

Stop … right there … are you sure He said “and Peter?”

He’s the God of a second chance!
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