The Hardest Thing

You Will Ever Do
Proverbs 3:5-10 Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. [6] In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths. [7] Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear the LORD, and depart from evil. [8] It shall be health to thy navel, and marrow to thy bones. [9] Honour the LORD with thy substance, and with the firstfruits of all thine increase: [10] So shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new wine.
The American Heritage Dictionary says … “Trust” [1] To have or place confidence in; depend on. [2] To expect with assurance; assume. [3] To believe. [4] To place in the care of another; entrust.
The term “trust in the Lord.” — as in Prov. 3:5 … Appears in the Scripture 19 times in 19 verses.

TRUST is a foreign concept to our generation …

Today’s culture is not a trusting one.

Deals are not turned on a hand-shake now days … Documents are signed in blood … in triplicate!
In fact, we are taught not to trust…

· Any institution … Government … Education system … Religion.
· What we read in the newspaper … Hear on a radio … Or on a television.

· People … all people.

The sad reality is that this generation has allowed their mistrust to effect their relationship with God.

Learning to “trust in the Lord” will be the hardest thing you ever do.

“Is there anybody else up there who can help me?”

James Dobson said, “Faith in God is like believing a man can walk over Niagara Falls on a tightrope while pushing a wheelbarrow. Trust in God is like getting into the wheelbarrow! To believe God can do something miraculous is one thing; to risk his willingness to do it in your life is another.” 

Job 13:15 Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him.
TRUST is harder …
Than paying your tithe.

Than being faithful in church attendance.

Than living a holy and separated life.
Than forgiving someone who has done you wrong.

Than having faith for miracles.
TRUST is the highest level of faith!
· No Faith



•Strong in Faith
· Little Faith



• Great Faith
· Measure of Faith

•Full of Faith
· Gift of Faith

Lyell Rader wrote, “Faith grows only in the dark. You've got to trust him when you can't trace him. That's faith.” 

Romans 8:28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.

Leave your Bible open on your lap … let’s examine the 5 powerful “TRUST Principles” found in Proverbs 3:5-7.
Principle #1

TRUST is a heart matter:
Trust in the LORD with all thine heart. 

Pastor E. V. Hill, Los Angeles, CA, preached the funeral of his beloved wife.  He concluded his message with these words … “What is the Lord saying? There's only one message: Trust me. Even when you don't understand and can't comprehend: trust me!”
The HEART is the seat of our emotions … and the habitat of our affections.

Nothing hidden from God.

Trust in the Lord with your emotion … desire … affection … need … 

WORRY is lot easier than TRUST.

“To carry worry to bed is like trying to sleep with a pack on your back.” — Thomas Haliburton (1796-1865) 

Billy Graham — “When worry is present, trust cannot crowd its way in.” 

Even Shakespeare understood … “Where worry lodges, sleep will never lie.” 

There’s an old English Proverb that says … “Work won't kill, but worry will.” 

A Jewish Proverb says it this way … “Worms eat you when you're dead; worries eat you when you're alive.” 

Proverbs 30:5 Every word of God is pure: he is a shield unto them that put their trust in him.

Luke 10:19 Behold, I give unto you power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt you.
Principle #2

FORGET what you think you KNOW:
Lean not unto thine own understanding. 

James Kok said, “Faith is the capacity to trust God while not being able to make sense out of everything.”
Trust God for great things … ONLY HE can take five loaves and two fishes and show you a way to feed thousands!

Get ready … Don’t place any stock in what you think you know.
Don’t make decisions based on what you think you understand.

“When a train goes through a tunnel and it gets dark, you don't throw away your ticket and jump off. You sit still and trust the engineer.” 

I would rather walk with God in the dark than walk alone in the light.

Queen Elizabeth (1533-1603) said, “They are most deceived that trust the most in themselves.” 

Principle #3

Put God FIRST:
In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths. 

Someone asked me to put the following in the right order:

· Job 

· Family

· Church

· God

· Marriage

· Finances

Colossians 1:18 And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence.
In every area of your life, put God first.

· God first in Marriage

· God first in Finances

· God first in Family

· God first in Spiritual Life
· God first in Emotions
The more we depend on God, the more dependable we find he is.

Psalms 37:23-25 The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD: and he delighteth in his way. Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down: for the LORD upholdeth him with his hand. I have been young, and now am old; yet have I not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging bread. 

When we acknowledge God in every area of our life, He directs the path we take.

He controls the outcome.

James 4:13-15 [NASB] Come now, you who say, "Today or tomorrow, we shall go to such and such a city, and spend a year there and engage in business and make a profit." Yet you do not know what your life will be like tomorrow. You are just a vapor that appears for a little while and then vanishes away. Instead, you ought to say, "If the Lord wills, we shall live and also do this or that."
Principle #4

Don’t be a WISE GUY:
Be not wise in thine own eyes. 

Don’t think more highly of yourself than you ought.

Proverbs 16:18 Pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty spirit before a fall.
Oswald Chambers, great 19th Century author and speaker, said, “The great stumbling block in the way of some people being disciples is that they are gifted, so gifted that they won't trust God.” 
Principle #5

The ACID TEST:
Fear the LORD, and depart from evil.

Victor Raymond Edmond said (about 200 years ago) — “To trust and obey God is the substance of the whole matter of living for God.”
Do ALL the above … PLUS pay your tithe!
Proverbs 3:8-10 It shall be health to thy navel, and marrow to thy bones. [9] Honour the LORD with thy substance, and with the firstfruits of all thine increase: [10] So shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new wine.
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