The Theology of Forgiveness
Phil 2:3  Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves.  4  Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on the things of others.  5  Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:
VALUE is an interesting concept.   But it is often more art then science!

WEBSTER:  = “the monetary worth of something… a marketable price”

It is quirky because - What is valuable to some is just junk to others.

Philadelphia Trash Truck Sticker = “your trash is our cash”

Because value can be so subjective… we establish “market norms” & pay “expert” appraisers to establish something’s worth.

HOUSING MARKETS (like Wall street) IS SO VOLATILE BECAUSE IT IS AFFECTED BY EMOTION.  Houses are not really worth less then a 
year ago… but good luck trying to sell. Because the MARKET has spoken.

TRUTH IS:  In day to day world – the value of things are set by others.
         (That is why banks can give you a car loan answer in 30 mins.)

The bank requires an “appraisal” on your house to establish its worth.

        EMOTION & SENTIMENT HAVE LITLE EFFECT ON THEM
It doesn’t matter that all your childhood memories are wrapped in that house

IT DOESN’T CHANGE ITS WORTH TO THE PUBLIC.

A commercial appraisal usually costs between $3 - $6 K (for special use)

WHATEVER THE NEUTRAL ARBITOR DECIDES… have to live with.

     It is the nature of business…  Just the way it is…  

But when considering the value of the human soul… Jesus is an EXPERT!

Most people totally underestimate the value of their soul! 


         (like me at a rummage sale) (
HE ESTABLISHES THE VALUE OF A HUMAN SOUL THIS WAY …

Mark 8: 36  For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? 37  Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?
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The expert set the value of a soul higher then anything in the world!   

       What is the profit if you compare the world to your soul. ?? No profit!
So Christianity is the embrace of Jesus assessment about our soul.  

We give our hearts to God and rejoice in the new birth experience!

But Christianity is more then just attendance at church and changing a few exterior things in our life.  Christianity REQUIRES a FULL conversion!
CONVERSION requires that we bring our mind into subjection to the word!
ONE OF MY FAVORITE QUOTES IS ALLEN REDGRAVE:

“Salvation is the miracle of a moment, 
but the manufacture of a saint is the task of a life time!”

In the course of my endeavor to be a saint of God… 
          I have to traverse life’s issues and walk thru a minefield of difficulties!
Job 14:1  Man that is born of a woman is of few days, and full of trouble.
So we have conflicts with one another… we have disappointments and hurts.
Jesus said it is impossible but that offences will come!  Life has problems!
It is CERTAIN that we will be hurt and damaged along the way.

THE POINT IS THAT WE MUST LEARN HOW TO RESPOND.

Some issues are minor and hardly worthy of discussion. 

        But others are very difficult and problematic! & long lasting!
**** OUR NATURE wants to hold the feelings in… Even Get Revenge!
WE SAY:  “Every time I think about what they did… I get so angry”



Well… Maybe you need to think about other things! (
Phil 4: 8  Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things.
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We do have the ability to chose what our minds dwell on!

But when Jesus bought us with his blood… he intended to change our lives!

He would not only save my soul… but teach me HIS WAYS!
Paul said that we must bring into captivity every thought to obedience of Christ…  LET THIS SAME MIND BE IN YOU – which was in Christ!

Eph 4: 31  Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil speaking, be put away from you, with all malice:  32  And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you.
THIS IS NOT THE NORMAL RESPONSE FOR A WOUNDED PERSON

This takes anointing! (
We are told by Jesus that we are to be KIND and to FORGIVE.  
     But we need to understand that forgiveness is not always a one time thing.
I HAVE BEEN AKSED:  “HOW DO WE CHANGE OUR MIND?”  


Answer:  Same way you change your hair style!




COMB IT… SPRAY IT… FORCE IT!

SPIRITUAL SPROOSIES KEEP RISING UP to torment us! Set it back!

God gifted us with a memory… but it is a 2 edged sword.



WE CAN REMEMBER GOOD OR BAD!

One Pastor asked me:  

“Please pray for me Bro. Blankenship, every time I see 
                   this man the bitterness & resentment rises in me”

     JESUS UNDERSTOOD NO ONE WAS EXEMPT FROM

Bitterness, Anger, Frustration or Resentment!
      SO WHEN PETER CAME TO HIM… HE SAID THIS…

Matt 18:21  Then came Peter to him, and said, Lord, how oft shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? till seven times?  


    THAT IS A REASONABLE QUESTION!

22  Jesus saith unto him, I say not unto thee, Until seven times: but, Until seventy times seven.    490 x’s seems like an unreasonable answer!
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How could Jesus expect such a forgiving spirit from us? 

Doesn’t he understand how much things hurt?
POINT:   490 x’s = Works out to about every 3 seconds!

*** If you are offending someone every 3 seconds you need to be caged! (
*** On the other hand… If your being offended every 3 seconds something 

       is desperately wrong with you too! (
 I believe Jesus was alluding to the “spiritual & mental warfare” in us!

SOME HURTS COST US MORE THEN OTHERS. (Lingers for Years!)
       I dealt with this issue before… but it keeps coming up in my mind!

2 Cor 10: 4  (For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;)  5  Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ;  6  And having in a readiness to revenge all disobedience, when your obedience is fulfilled.
LIKE OUR HAIR… OUR MIND HAS TO BE COMBED OVER AGAIN!


        EVERY DAY IT REQUIRES A NEW DO! (
   It doesn’t matter if I just did it… if the wind blows it... Comb it again!

HOW EVER many times it crops up in my mind… I bring it into captivity!


One preacher said: “You Got to Cage those wild cats!”

WELL MEANING PEOPLE WILL TELL YOU TO FORGIVE & FORGET

But pastor… “I can’t forget what was done to me”

I have not found one Verse which tells me I have to forget my offenses…
          YOU DON’T HAVE TO FORGET… Just forgive!    (146 verses!)
· Forgiveness is not saying the offense never happened. = It did.
· Forgiveness is not saying that everything's okay. = It isn't.  

· Forgiveness isn’t saying we don’t feel the pain of the offense. We do 
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· Forgiveness says:  "I still feel the pain, but I am willing to let go of your involvement in my pain"       (SO I CAN BE HEALED!)
INSTEAD addressing my pain with you… I will take my pain to Jesus!
FORGIVE = “to cease feeling resentment toward an offender” 

                                       “and to relinquish your claim” for reprisal.
But how can Jesus expect me to drop my claim and they get off Scott free???
FORGIVENESS does NOT let the offender off the hook… 
It lets the offended off the hook!

** I have watched demon possessed people stay bound UNTIL they forgave!

Rom 12:18  If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men.  19  Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord.
20  Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him drink:

TREAT THEM AS IF THERE WAS NO OFFENSE 

for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire on his head.  21  Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good.



Don’t be overcome!   Be an OVERCOMER!

GOD SAYS:  You stay focused on ME and I will take care of the offender!

Remember this verse?
2 Cor 10: 6  And having in a readiness to revenge all disobedience, when your obedience is fulfilled.
I need to really have my act together before I try to straighten everyone out!

REMEMBER that Jesus established the value of our soul!  = PRICELESS!
IF YOU WANT TO BE SAVED YOU NEED TO LEARN TO MANAGE YOUR ISSUES!       (  Know when to hold and when to fold! (
BECAUSE…  Right after Jesus said forgive 490 x’s he said this…
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Matt 18:23  Therefore is the kingdom of heaven likened unto a certain king, which would take account of his servants.  24  And when he had begun to reckon, one was brought unto him, which owed him ten thousand talents.

25  But forasmuch as he had not to pay, his lord commanded him to be sold, and his wife, and children, and all that he had, and payment to be made.

26  The servant therefore fell down, and worshipped him, saying, Lord, have patience with me, and I will pay thee all.     BUT NO WAY HE COULD! 

27  Then the lord of that servant was moved with compassion, and loosed him, and forgave him the debt.  28  But the same servant went out, and found one of his fellowservants, which owed him an hundred pence: and he laid hands on him, and took him by the throat, saying, Pay me that thou owest.  29  And his fellowservant fell down at his feet, and besought him, saying, Have patience with me, and I will pay thee all.  30  And he would not: but went and cast him into prison, till he should pay the debt.  31  So when his fellowservants saw what was done, they were very sorry, and came and told unto their lord all that was done.  32  Then his lord, after that he had called him, said unto him, O thou wicked servant, I forgave thee all that debt, because thou desiredst me:  33  Shouldest not thou also have had compassion on thy fellowservant, even as I had pity on thee?

34  And his lord was wroth, and delivered him to the tormentors, till he should pay all that was due unto him.  

THE KING RESTORED THE DEBT THAT WAS OWED… 


HE HAD NOT FORGETTEN IT… HE HAD FORGIVEN IT!

Our God does NOT forget our trespasses… He paid the price for them!

This would be little more than an interesting story except for this statement

35  So likewise shall my heavenly Father do also unto you, if ye from your hearts forgive not every one his brother their trespasses.
Forgiveness does not release the offender… it only releases the offended!
**** There are ISSUES going on within the body of Christ… & our Homes)
1 Thes 4: 9  But as touching brotherly love ye need not that I write unto you: for ye yourselves are taught of God to love one another.  10  And indeed ye do it toward all the brethren which are in all Macedonia: but we beseech you, brethren, that ye increase more and more;
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11  And that ye study to be quiet, and to do your own business, and to work with your own hands, as we commanded you;

ONLY TWO THINGS WE ARE TOLD TO STUDY…

1. Study to be a workman which needs not to be ashamed.

2. Study to be QUIET!   (        Shhhh  hush…. 

There is a time to speak… and a time to refrain from speaking. STUDY IT!

HERE ME:    Next Sunday night we are taking communion… 

1 Cor 11: 27  Wherefore whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink this cup of the Lord, unworthily, shall be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord.

28  But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup.  29  For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning the Lord's body.  30  For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, and many sleep.  31  For if we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged.

IF YOU OWE A DEBT:  You better take care of it!
IF YOU ARE OWED A DEBT:  Better not let bitterness into your spirit.

(Don’t loan any more money then you are willing to lose w/o being bitter) (
The Price of my soul has been set… Calculated by the appraiser as priceless!
THESE OFFENSES ARE NOT WORTH BEING LOST OVER!

PROBLEM IS: 


Some value their wounds MORE then they value their salvation!
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