There IS going to be a Meeting in the Air!
I Thes 5: 13  But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope.  14  For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, (DO YOU?) even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him.  15  For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep.  16  For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:  17  Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.  18  Wherefore comfort one another with these words.
As a minister - I feel like my life is a constant stream of meetings.


I have been in some GREAT meetings! (some rough ones too)

The Bible records many great meetings of the past…

· When Moses danced with Israel on the side of the Red sea.
· When Moses was at the foot of Mt. Sinai – Thunders & Lightnings!
· Elijah over came the prophets of Baal on Mt. Carmel!

· David danced before the Lord as the ark came into Jerusalem!

· When Solomon dedicated the Temple – Glory of God came down!

· When John the Baptist would preach by the shores of Jordan!

· Jesus himself fed the 5,000 men with 5 loaves & 2 fishes!

· How about the Day of Pentecost itself?  What a Meeting!
· 1995 I was in Wara, Ethiopia saw over 100,000 filled with HG!

But - None of these are anything compared to the meeting that is coming!  

I remind this great church… There IS going to be a meeting in the air!

The old hymn:
“There’s going to be a meeting in the air… In the sweet, sweet by & by.

I’m going to meet you… Meet you over there, in that home beyond the sky.
The singing you will hear - never heard by mortals ears

Will be glorious I do declare - And God's own son will be the leading one
at that Apostolic meeting in the air”
I proclaim again… There IS going to be a meeting in the air!!! 
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Mal 3: 16  Then they that feared the LORD spake often one to another: and the LORD hearkened, and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before him for them that feared the LORD, and that thought upon his name.

17  And they shall be mine, saith the LORD of hosts, in that day when I make up my jewels; and I will spare them, as a man spareth his own son that serveth him. 
There is no meeting ever held… or ever will be held AS GRAND as when the Lord Jesus comes to make up his jewels!

Everything in HISTORY… has been working its way toward that great day!

· From Adam mankind has been marching, step by step, up a grand 
stairway leading directly to that meeting in the air. 
· The call of Abraham was one step toward it, and Jacob and his twelve sons were another. 
· Joseph ruling in Egypt was another; the deliverance under 
Moses another; the conquest of Canaan under Joshua another, 
· Every event in sacred history is pointing toward that great day!  

· It was for THIS Jesus suffered on the cross to make atonement for us.

· It was for THIS He arose from the dead and ascended into heaven,

· It was for THIS the Holy Ghost came at Pentecost!

· It was for THIS that churches have been organized and missionaries 
sent to the ends of the earth. 
· These things have all been done to prepare the way, and lead up to the meeting which Paul so graphically described in the text.
· It was for THIS meeting God made His plans before He laid the foundations of the earth! 
· And it was THIS meeting He was thinking of before the morning stars sang together.
We are not told exactly WHEN… but we are told to WATCH & PRAY!

Matt 24: 42  Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come.  43  But know this, that if the goodman of the house had known in what watch the thief would come, he would have watched, and would not have suffered his house to be broken up.  44  Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh.
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We have so many signs around us that we are living IN the last days.


YET… There is such a lackadaisical attitude about his coming.

The Bible predicted the very attitude of our time…

2 Pet 3:1  This second epistle, beloved, I now write unto you; in both which 
I stir up your pure minds by way of remembrance:  2  That ye may be mindful of the words which were spoken before by the holy prophets, and of the commandment of us the apostles of the Lord and Saviour:  3  Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts,  4  And saying, Where is the promise of his coming? 
for since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of the creation.
Every person has a choice… Do we buy into the thinking of academic culture
OR do we trust the prophetic nature of Gods holy word?

There are interesting prophecies concerning the end times & nations.

      But concerning the meeting in the air… & The rapture of the church…



WE ARE CLEAR FOR THIS EVENT TO TAKE PLACE!

Matt 24: 14  And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come.
I believe if this has not happened… It is in the process of happing in our time due to our technological media breakthroughs and Internet!

The Church makes such an issue about baptism. (as we should)


Yet it is only mentioned about 22 times in the NT.

Compared to the 2nd coming… which is referred to over 50 times!!!

I believe the Holy Ghost is wanting to STIR up a renewed interest in this!

Some say – It’s no big deal… But I ask you…

· Would you like to board a plan – with a pilot that never bothered to look where he was supposed to go? (
· Would you like to launch off into the deep on a ship that didn’t have a compass?
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You might think its rubbish… But the early church called it the blessed hope!

Had Jesus said… I will be back for you in a couple of thousand years… 



No one would even have started to look until now.

But he kept the time secret… BECAUSE he wanted every generation to watch!    I believe THIS is the MISSING ELEMENT of our day!

The command to WATCH is just as real as the command to keep the Sabbath

We are not right with God UNTIL we are in the place of WATCHING.

*** If you know the auditor can walk in anytime… It keeps you honest!

Just as Simeon and Anna sought for the 1st coming… 

So should we seek the 2nd!  With the same passion!

Luke 2: 25  And, behold, there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon; and the same man was just and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel: and the Holy Ghost was upon him.  26  And it was revealed unto him by the Holy Ghost, that he should not see death, before he had seen the Lord's Christ. 
He had an experience with God that LITE HIS FIRE! 


He was FOCUSED on the fact that Jesus could come any day!

Some say… Well the rapture won’t happen until thus and such. I’m ok.
           REALLY?   It doesn’t matter what we think… Only what God says.

Plenty of people have missed a bus because they thought it was coming at another time!  But their idea didn’t correspond with the official schedule!

GOD’S PERSPECTIVE is what we are after…

· Many in Noah’s day probably thought all is well just day before the flood!  

· They were eating and drinking & marrying!
· Many in Lot’s time must have thought Sodom was great.

· YET… In Reality… They were so WICKED God destroyed them!
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Jesus said it would be just like Noah & Lot’s time…

Luke 17: 29  But the same day that Lot went out of Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from heaven, and destroyed them all.  30  Even thus shall it be in the day when the Son of man is revealed.  31  In that day, he which shall be upon the housetop, and his stuff in the house, let him not come down to take it away: and he that is in the field, let him likewise not return back.  
32  Remember Lot's wife.
REMEMBER LOT’S WIFE…  She was not watching!

· She was the BRIDE but her MIND was 
NOT on LEAVING 
because she was in love with her world! 

I John 2:15  Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him.

· I tell you we can be baptized & be the bride of Christ… BUT WE BETTER BE WATCHING FOR HIS COMING!

Lawlessness, vice, and crime will increase; hedonism, communism, nihilism, anarchy, adultery, homosexuality, divorce, and graft will continue to grow until they will finally ripen into the Antichrist!

WE NEED A NEW LOVE FOR GOD’S WORD!

· The Word of God was neutralized by the traditions of men when Jesus first came, and that is still the problem in our time!

·  Instead of going to the Bible preachers often go to his books, to see what the great men of his historical church have to say about it.

· Their view is colored from the glasses the rabbis wear, just as was 
the case in the time of Jesus. 
· The fact that Jesus was not recognized by “church” authorities, but was rejected and crucified as an impostor, shows how dangerous it is to accept the traditions of men rather than what God’s word said! 
· Many today  are like the Nicodemus who was a master in Israel but didn’t understand the simple word of God!

· IT IS NOT WHAT DR. SO & SO SAYS that settles a matter…

· BUR RATHER… it is ONLY the word of God that matters!
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We need to INTERPRET unfulfilled prophesies in light of the fulfilled.

· The curses on the Jews were brought to pass literally; so also will be the blessings. 

· The scattering was literal; so was the gathering!

1945 Israel become a nation again and they began to come from all over the world!  The fall of the Berlin Wall was part of this… because East Germany needed to give up her jews as well!  WE ARE SEEING THE LAST DAYS!

· The first coming of Christ was literal, visible, and personal, and so will be his second coming!  (
Rev 1:7  Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they also which pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen.  8  I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, which is, and which was, and which is to come, the Almighty.

When Jesus first came, the smallest predictions were fulfilled to the letter!

We should expect that the same will be true when He comes again! 
JESUS taught his disciples FACE TO FACE to be in constant expectation of his soon return.  They understood him and lived accordingly !

It was these men who wrote the NT and made it clear… 

There IS going to be a meeting in the air!



QUESTION IS = ARE YOU READY FOR IT?

I Cor 15: 51  Behold, I show you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed,  52  In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.  53  For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality.
The catching away of the church will take place in the blink of an eye!

Millions will disappear… The liberal press is going to struggle to report this!

Business & Government will continue on after the rapture… until Trib.
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While the Tribulation is happening… There is a wedding taking place!

· At the close of the tribulation the Lord will return, bringing his church with him to begin his millennial reign! 

· Then He will reveal Himself to the Jews. 
· They will accept Him as their long-rejected Messiah. 
· Then the millennium will begin; the devil will be cast into the bottomless pit for a thousand years; 
I say it again tonight… There IS going to be a meeting in the air!!!

When this church rises to meet him! We shall be like him!


We will become a part of his royal family!


The most highly exalted beings in place of Lucifer!



There shall we ever be with the Lord!

Rom 8: 18  For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.

19  For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of God.
True saints of God should be looking for the TRUMPET not the GRAVE!


It is proper for us to look for his coming with passion!

QUESTION:  Does this thought comfort you or discomfort you? 


Does this subject cause you anxiety?  

      Something in your spirit is letting you know… You might not be ready!
What a TRAGEDY to have this opportunity and MISS it!

THERE IS NO SHORT CUT… WE MUST REPENT – BE BORN AGAIN

Acts 2: 38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.  39  For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call.

There IS going to be a meeting in the air!  Are you ready???
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There is no doubt in my mind… Paul told Timothy…
2 Tim 4: 7  I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith:   WHICH IS WHAT IT IS ALL ABOUT!   8  Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.
There IS going to be a meeting in the air!

I Pet 5: 4  And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away.
There IS going to be a meeting in the air!

Rev 22: 10  And he saith unto me, Seal not the sayings of the prophecy of this book: for the time is at hand.  11  He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still: and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy still.  12  And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be.

There IS going to be a meeting in the air!



HEAVEN… I WOULDN’T MISS IT FOR THE WORLD!

Rev 19: 7  Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready.
Tonight the call of the Spirit is… The Bride must make herself ready!

SONG:  There is going to be a meeting in the Air (
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