Through Faith We Understand
Heb 11:1  Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.  2  For by it the elders obtained a good report.  3  Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that things which are seen were not made of things which do appear.

This verse has been on my mind for the past few days.  I believe the HG wants us to examine it some tonight.
FAITH is such an elusive thing to some.  The clearest Biblical definition is our text:  Faith IS the substance of things hoped for… it IS the evidence for the unseen.

The concept of FAITH and HOPE are very interconnected!
HOPE = (Websters)  “to cherish a desire with expectation” 


          “to desire with an expectation of obtainment”

Hope is a key ingredient to human survival. We were made to look forward.



LIFE W/O HOPE IS PITIFUL AT BEST

Rom 8:24  For we are saved by hope: but hope that is seen is not hope: for what a man seeth, why doth he yet hope for?  25  But if we hope for that we see not, then do we with patience wait for it.
Here is the subtle difference between FAITH and HOPE.

HOPE is the desire to obtain something that I cannot yet see.




FAITH is a belief mixed with TRUST! 
                It is having a “loyalty” & “strong conviction” toward something.

FAITH is the substance of things hoped for…

      In other words… Faith is the thing that becomes tangible UNTIL the 

      actual tangible is placed into my sight. (you hang your hat on faith)
(like a blueprint)    IT’S THE EVIDENCE OF THINGS NOT SEEN YET

By IT… (faith) the elders obtained a good report!  (they died in the faith)

3  Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that things which are seen were not made of things which do appear.         (modern science will not find the answers to creation)
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There have been so many interesting things that the Bible claimed 100’s of years PRIOR to when modern man & medical science found it to be TRUE.

For Example:

· Long before we understood about germs and bacteria spreading disease, God had instructed Israel via his prophets how to separate trash and sewage waste OUT of the city and BURN IT.



(this was contrary to how the world was doing it then)

· Long before science found that the human body is made up of minerals found in soil…  The Bible says man was made from dirt.

· Long before modern science found that blood comes solely from a fathers DNA – God knew the importance of manifesting in flesh via a VIRGIN so that the BLOOD line would be free from sin!

You could WAIT if you wanted to “know” these things… (

OR – THROUGH FAITH YOU CAN UNDERSTAND NOW
We live in a society that is so enamored by its own knowledge- 


That they make fun at anyone so “stupid” enough to have faith.

YET is it NOT the scripture that has to be rewritten every couple of 
years or be obsolete… IT’S THE TEXTBOKS!  (
You can choose to live your life and set your values on ONLY things 


that you can “see” or think that you “know.”

     BUT IMAGINE WHAT YOU MIGHT KNOW TOMORROW???
2 Tim 3:7  Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.


Bible says there is a EARTHY wisdom and a HEAVENLY.

It is possible to constantly learn the sensual earthy knowledge w/o ever really coming into the deeper issues of TRUTH.

HOW IS THAT?  Paul (who was no dummy) said:...
THROUGH FAITH WE UNDERSTAND = faith is HOW we understand
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· Through faith… we understand that God created the world.


(“But you can’t prove that”)  AND YOU CAN’T DISPROVE IT!

YOU CAN CALL ME DUMB IF YOU WANT… BUT the big Bang theory is the sorriest explanation for the origin of species that has ever been presented.  It is the theory of evolution!
AFTER ALL THESE YEARS… we are still left with 2 competing ideas.
1. God created it… which requires faith.

2. Big Bang exploded and it all evolved… 


                …which requires even more faith (
I CHOOSE to believe God… to believe this is this book.


IT BECOMES MY WORLDVIEW.  Everything is tested by it.

SOME people have MORE FAITH then they even think they do.



Because they mistakenly think faith is a feeling or a high.

POINT:  Faith is not some little goofy mental thought which ignores reality.



It is not some emotional frenzied work up

 IT IS SIMPLY A PRISM THROUGH WHICH REALITY IS EXAMINED!
Heb 11:6  But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.

FAITH is not a feeling…FAITH IS A MENTAL CHOICE! (with eyes open)
THIS BOOK HAS PROVED ITSELF TO ME OVER AND AGAIN…


I CHOOSE TO LOYALY TRUST IT!  It has earned my trust! 

This is something that can tend to distinguish the Apostolic / Pentecostal community from some other church groups.
Ever notice how many religious groups base their theological system on DOUBT instead of FAITH?    So much of the Bible is…

a) Things they don’t believe if necessary.  b) Things Not for us today 

c) They won’t even discuss – they just ignore   NOT BASED ON FAITH
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It is a system which is based on the fact that they DO NOT take the word of God at face value and simply BELIEVE IT.

INSTEAD they choose to apply some other standard or authority




(like history or creeds)

  To view the word through RATHER then view history though the word!

INSTEAD of exercising FAITH and simply believing the word as is… 

        They build their system on DOUBT in dealing with certain subjects.

EXAMPLE:

· Most Christians believe water baptism is important. They even practice it.  YET THEY DON’T HAVE ANY FAITH IN IT

(it’s merely an outward sign of something inward – doesn’t save us)

To spite…
1 Pet 3:21  The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ:

The Bible teaches a PLAIN and SIMPLE message about baptism and its function which is completely overlooked because of lack of faith.
· Some don’t see any value in HOW your are baptized.  They do not believe in the distinguishing power of Jesus Name being said.

Majority today… sprinkle AND OR baptize in the name of a trinity.

To spite the reality that EVERYONE ever baptized in the Bible was done by immersion in Jesus name!   It doesn’t matter to them that it contradicts…


EVER LEARNING…but not coming to the knowledge of truth!

As Apostolic’s… how we understand the power and benefit of baptism 

    IS DIRECTLY CONNECTED TO HOW VIEW GOD’S WORD!

We simply take it at face value and relegate all other opinions as secondary!

From a logical view… Why does it matter?  It wouldn’t from that view! (
But from a faith view… We value the scripture… SO WE DISTINGUISH the diff between Biblical & Unbiblical… between Right and Wrong.
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You see… THROUGH FAITH WE UNDERSTAND…

Darwin disciples belittle those simple minded enough to believe the Bible      

      Yet Christians state with full confidence… God created the world!


            God said it – I believe it – that settles it! (
We ignore the skeptics and the naysayer… Stay focused on God’s book!

They are rattled by people who can so confident.


HOW CAN YOU KNOW…? = THROUGH FAITH!!!

This mindset applies to other aspects as well…

1 Cor 11:14  Doth not even nature itself teach you, that, if a man have long hair, it is a shame unto him?1 15  But if a woman have long hair, it is a glory to her: for her hair is given her for a covering.

Most modern Christians don’t even know this verse is there! (

If they have heard of it… they snicker & scoff as isolated verse.

They never look closer to see that Paul appealed to NATURE not culture!

Why do we believe you need the Holy Ghost baptism to be saved???

Acts 2:38  Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.  39  For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call.

Why do you believe in a lifestyle separation from the world???
2 Cor 6:17  Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you,

I COULD GO ON AND ON…

· How did God create everything?

· Why is baptism important?

· Why should a woman have long hair?

· Why should we dress different and BE different from the world?

· Why should we pay our tithes and support the work of God?

· Why is attendance & fellowship important?
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All these issues may seem disjointed… but go back to one root issue…


HOW YOU VIEW THE WORD OF GOD!

Through faith we understand…  My view of the world is Biblical!


If the word teaches it… I need to obey it… PERIOD!

UNDERSTAND… YOU DO HAVE THE RIGHT TO DOUBT. (all do)

We exercise doubt then we push the word aside and go dig up anything we  

                            can find to rebut what we don’t want to see.

BUT ISNT THAT WHAT ADAM & EVE DID?

God had told Adam what to do… but the devil of doubt did his work…

Gen 3:6  And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat.

This is the same process of doubt working in people’s hearts today.


People view the Bible through the prism of their comfort or logic.


       INSTEAD of viewing our comfort and logic through the Bible!

 QUESTION:  How compatible is our life with the scripture? 
Pastors cannot make anyone do anything… But we can preach principles.
THEN AFTER BEING PRESENTED BIBLE… people do what they want.



But after that God holds us accountable to his word!

Do you see know why God said…

1 Cor 1:18  For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of God.  19  For it is written, I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and will bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent.  20  Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where is the disputer of this world? hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this world?  21  For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe.
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Through Faith we Understand… or through doubt we walk blind.
2 Th 2:3  Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition;  4  Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God.  5  Remember ye not, that, when I was yet with you, I told you these things?
The Bible has long predicted that the antichrist would stand in the temple of Jerusalem and declare himself God and break a peace treaty with Israel and usher in the end time and conclude the time of man.
Rev 11:1  And there was given me a reed like unto a rod: and the angel stood, saying, Rise, and measure the temple of God, and the altar, and them that worship therein.  2  But the court which is without the temple leave out, and measure it not; for it is given unto the Gentiles: and the holy city shall they tread under foot forty and two months.  (3 ½ YEARS)
The bible teaches that in the last ½ of the tribulation the temple will be under Jewish control… but the outer courts will be under gentile control.


(no doubt a U.N. mandate for peace)

MANY LAUGHED because there hasn’t been a temple for almost 2,000 yrs.

The 71 member Sanhedrin Court had been disbanded in 425 A.D.
BUT… on October 13, 2004 the Sanhedrin was reborn and meeting monthly.



(not officially recognized yet… but will in time)

In June of 2005 the Sanhedrin announced their plan to move forward with the building of the temple.  They believe it will usher in a time of peace.

But since the Dome of the Rock sits where the temple needs to be…

They have decided to PREFABRICATE it “in the manner of King David”

1 Ki 6:7  And the house, when it was in building, was built of stone made ready before it was brought thither: so that there was neither hammer nor ax nor any tool of iron heard in the house, while it was in building.
ALL I’M SAYING IS…  Through Faith We Understand! Jesus is coming!

Hamas has just been elected in the Palestinian authority.
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Let me tell you something… There is nothing in this world that is worth being lost over!
Mat 13:45  Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a merchant man, seeking goodly pearls:  46  Who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had, and bought it.

For God so loved the world he gave his only begotten son! He paid it all!

WE SHOULD BE WILLING TO PAY SOMETHING ALSO!

So many are caught up with the things of this world… But understand…

If the Lord tarries… (and I doubt he will) HARDLY NOTHING IN THE  

         NEWS TODAY WILL MATTER 500 YEARS FROM NOW!

500 years from now… 2506… your browsing the library. (or whatever)

If you found a book of the top events of 21st century… What would it say???

GO BACK 500 YEARS TO 1506…   (there is not much of a list)

· Very Little of what happens today is of interest to those in the future

· We are so focused on the present… we think its earth shattering! (
But after 500 years it is assigned to the dustbin of history… 
                            (or some PhD dissertation)  Which is the same thing! (
· Things like 911 or Iraq war will probably be a blip on the screen.

· The Battle of Gettysburg for example was pivotal but not decisive!

· We remember it because Lincoln had it in his speech. (war lasted 2 more years)

James Trefil says that the 20th century will be remembered for 2 major things 500 years from now.    


    APPOLLO MOON LANDING & CRACKING THE GENOME CODE

All I am saying is that we are terribly distracted by things that won’t matter!


We need to believe God and embrace his word and live for him!
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