Water Baptism
Mark 16:16 He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.

1 Pet. 3:21 The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ:
DEFINITION
BAPTIZO – Greek, word meaning to dip, immerse, or to bury.

MUST WE BE BAPTIZED?
John 3:1-6 There was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews: [2] The same came to Jesus by night, and said unto him, Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come from God: for no man can do these miracles that thou doest, except God be with him. [3] Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. [4] Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when he is old? can he enter the second time into his mother's womb, and be born? [5] Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. [6] That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.
Jesus spoke to Nicodemus and told him that he must be born again.  

When Nicodemus asked how this was done … Jesus told him that he must be born of the water and of the spirit.  

Notice that Jesus said he “must be.”
There was no room for argument.  

Baptism is not an option it is a must.

Acts 2:37-38 Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do? [38] Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 

Peter answered the question … “Men and brethren what shall we do?” … with these words … “Be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ.”
In Mark 16:16 Jesus said, He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved.
Now, since we know that the scripture teaches that we must be baptised … HOW MUST WE BE BAPTIZED?
The Scriptural mode for water baptism is by immersion.  

The word “immersion” means to “dip or to bury.”

Acts 8:36-38 And as they went on their way, they came unto a certain water: and the eunuch said, See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized? [37] And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. [38] And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him.
In verse 36 … The Ethiopian eunuch said, Here is water.

In verse 38 … Philip and he went down into the water.

John 3:23 And John also was baptizing in Aenon near to Salim, because there was much water there: and they came, and were baptized. 

There was much water there … Much water was required because the mode of baptism was to dip or immerse or bury the candidate in water.

We know we must be baptised … we know baptism is by immersion … WHY MUST WE BE BAPTIZED?
1]  Baptism is for the remission of sins.
Mark 1:4 John did baptize in the wilderness, and preach the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins.
Jesus said in Luke 24:47 That repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 

We are forgiven at repentance.  

Our sins are remitted (washed away) at water baptism.

2]  Baptism is for the washing away of sins.
In Acts 22:16 Paul was commanded by Ananias to … Arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord.

I Corinthians 6:11 And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.
3]  Water Baptism is part of the “New Birth” experience.

John 3:5 Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.
Titus 3:5 According to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost.
4]  Baptism is a washing and cleansing of the conscience.
I Peter 3:21 The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away of filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

Hebrews 9:14 How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?
5]  Baptism is a burial.
Romans 6:3-4 Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death?  Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.
Colossians 2:12 Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead.
6]  Baptism is taking upon ourselves the name of Jesus Christ.

Galatians 3:27 For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 

Romans 13:14 But put ye on the Lord Jesus. 

WHEN SHOULD I BE BAPTIZED?
Water baptism is not a spiritual elective, as some would have you believe.  

Immediately, upon repenting of your sins, you should be baptized in water, having the name of the Lord Jesus Christ called over you, to wash away your sins.

Acts 2:38 Peter said to repent and then be baptized.
THe NAME of jesus must BE usED IN water BAPTISM!
In Matthew 28:19 Jesus commanded His Disciples to “baptize in the NAME of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost.”  

In Acts 2:38 Peter tells us to be baptized in the NAME of Jesus Christ.  

Are these verses in contradiction?  

Did Peter, who had the keys to the Kingdom, disobey the command of Christ?

NO!

When one is baptized in the name of Jesus Christ … it is a fulfillment of Matthew 28:19.  

Father is not a name … Son is not a name … Holy Spirit is not a name.

Jesus said … baptize them in the NAME!

What is the NAME?

The angel of the Lord appeared unto Joseph and said … Matthew 1:21 And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins.
Jesus said in John 5:43 I am come in my Father's name.

Jesus also said in John 14:26 But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name.
The right baptismal formula is found in the Word of God.  

How WAS New Testament converts baptized?  

Luke 24:47 Jesus tells his disciples to preach repentance and remission of sins in His NAME beginning at Jerusalem. 

The fulfillment of Jesus’ command in Luke 24:47 is found in Acts 2:38. Then Peter said unto them, repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.
Acts 2:41 Three thousand people received the Word and were baptized.  

Acts 8:12-16 At Samaria they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 

Acts 10:44-48 Cornelius’ household and friends, who had just received the Holy Ghost, were commanded by Peter to be baptized in the name of the Lord. 

IN CLOSING … 

Believers at Ephesus who had been baptized by John the Baptist were instructed by Paul to be re-baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Acts 19:1-5 And it came to pass, that, while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul having passed through the upper coasts came to Ephesus: and finding certain disciples, [2] He said unto them, Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed? And they said unto him, We have not so much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost. [3] And he said unto them, Unto what then were ye baptized? And they said, Unto John's baptism. [4] Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto the people, that they should believe on him which should come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus. [5] When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.
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