Who’s Report

Will You Believe?

2 Kings 20:1-8 In those days was Hezekiah sick unto death. And the prophet Isaiah the son of Amoz came to him, and said unto him, Thus saith the LORD, Set thine house in order; for thou shalt die, and not live. [2] Then he turned his face to the wall, and prayed unto the LORD, saying, [3] I beseech thee, O LORD, remember now how I have walked before thee in truth and with a perfect heart, and have done that which is good in thy sight. And Hezekiah wept sore. [4] And it came to pass, afore Isaiah was gone out into the middle court, that the word of the LORD came to him, saying, [5] Turn again, and tell Hezekiah the captain of my people, Thus saith the LORD, the God of David thy father, I have heard thy prayer, I have seen thy tears: behold, I will heal thee: on the third day thou shalt go up unto the house of the LORD. [6] And I will add unto thy days fifteen years; and I will deliver thee and this city out of the hand of the king of Assyria; and I will defend this city for mine own sake, and for my servant David's sake. [7] And Isaiah said, Take a lump of figs. And they took and laid it on the boil, and he recovered. [8] And Hezekiah said unto Isaiah, What shall be the sign that the LORD will heal me, and that I shall go up into the house of the LORD the third day?
King Hezekiah was sick unto death …

God told Isaiah to prophecy to the king saying … “Set thine house in order; for thou shalt die, and not live.”
Hezekiah turned his face to the wall and “wept sorely” before the Lord.

Isaiah left King Hezekiah weeping as he exited the king’s chambers.

Before Isaiah was out of the middle court of the palace … the word of the Lord came to him again … Turn again, and tell Hezekiah … Thus saith the LORD … I have heard thy prayer, I have seen thy tears: behold, I will heal thee.
Isaiah does a “U-turn” … goes back to the king’s chambers … and delivers the good news … I will add unto thy days fifteen years.

King Hezekiah immediately gets this puzzled look on his face … He turns away from the wall, faces Isaiah, and asks the question … What shall be the sign that the LORD will heal me?

Try to see the whole picture with me. 

Isaiah walks in and says … You’re gonna die!

King Hezekiah believes it … No questions asked … No arguing … No attempt to understand why … I’m gonna die! 

God changes His mind … He sends the prophet Isaiah back to the King’s chambers to tell him … You’re NOT gonna die, you’re going to live. 

Same Prophet … Speaking on behalf of the same God … The same day … In the same room … To the same man … Laying in the same bed.

God said, I’ve heard your prayer … seen your tears … I’m going to heal you!

Watch how King Hezekiah responds to the good news…

· Hold on a minute

· How do I know you’re telling the truth?

· How do I know God heard my prayer?

· How do I know God is going to heal me?

· I’m going to need a sign before I can believe you!

King Hezekiah was suffering with the same disease that many modern-day believers suffer with. 

The, “It sounds too good to be true” syndrome!

We’ve actually come up with an adage response to the original adage … If it sounds to good to be true—then it is!

The all-too-common human attitude is … It’s much easier to believe a negative report than a positive one.

This common flaw in human nature is powerfully illustrated in the life of Zacharias, a priest, and father-to-be of John the Baptist.

Luke 1:11 And there appeared unto him an angel of the Lord standing on the right side of the altar of incense. [13] The angel said unto him, Fear not, Zacharias: for thy prayer is heard; and thy wife Elisabeth shall bear thee a son, and thou shalt call his name John. [14] And thou shalt have joy and gladness; and many shall rejoice at his birth. [15] For he shall be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor strong drink; and he shall be filled with the Holy Ghost, even from his mother's womb. [18] And Zacharias said unto the angel, Whereby shall I know this? 

In Judges 6, God tells Gideon … I’m going to save Israel by your hand!

Listen to Gideon’s response to God, Judges 6:36 If thou wilt save Israel by mine hand, as thou hast said, [37] Behold, I will put a fleece of wool in the floor; and if the dew be on the fleece only, and it be dry upon all the earth beside, then shall I know that thou wilt save Israel by mine hand, as thou hast said. [38] And it was so: for he rose up early on the morrow, and thrust the fleece together, and wringed the dew out of the fleece, a bowl full of water. [39] And Gideon said unto God, Let not thine anger be hot against me, and I will speak but this once: let me prove, I pray thee, but this once with the fleece; let it now be dry only upon the fleece, and upon all the ground let there be dew. [40] And God did so that night: for it was dry upon the fleece only, and there was dew on all the ground.

These stories all beg two questions: 

(1)
Why is it so difficult for some people to believe God?

(2)
Why is it so easy to believe a negative report?

The Apostle Paul encouraged the church at Corinth with these words … 2 Corinthians 1:20 For all the promises of God in him are yea, and in him Amen.
2 Corinthians 1:20 [THE MESSAGE] Whatever God has promised gets stamped with the Yes of Jesus. In him, this is what we preach and pray, the great Amen, God's Yes and our Yes together, gloriously evident. 

Sometimes the promises of God seem impossible.

Hebrews 6:13-14 God made promise to Abraham, because he could swear by no greater, he sware by himself, [14] Saying, Surely blessing I will bless thee, and multiplying I will multiply thee.
When this promise was fulfilled … Abraham was 100 years old … and Sarah was 90! 

We have to go to the Book of Romans to understand why Abraham’s seemingly impossible promise came to pass … 

Romans 4:19-21 And being not weak in faith, he considered not his own body now dead, when he was about an hundred years old, neither yet the deadness of Sarah's womb: [20] He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; but was strong in faith, giving glory to God; [21] And being fully persuaded that, what he had promised, he was able also to perform.

Hebrews 11:11 Through faith also Sara herself received strength to conceive seed, and was delivered of a child when she was past age, because she judged him faithful who had promised.
Has God made a promise to you?

What has the enemy been telling you about God’s ability to fulfill His promise?

Who’s report will you believe?

· Salvation of a loved one

· Good health

· Long life

· Victory

· Financial blessing

· Provide for your every need

If you are carrying a promise in your spirit that God made to you years ago … 

Perhaps God spoke to you … Through His Word … Through your Pastor … Through the preaching … Through a prophet … 

Hold on to that promise … 

Hebrews 10:23 Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that promised;)
Titus 1:2 tells us that He is a “God, that cannot lie.”
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