Why I Believe In Standards

Romans 12:1-2 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, [which is] your reasonable service. [2] And be not conformed to this world, but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what [is] that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.
FIRST, some ground rules for this Bible study:

Standards and holiness is not the same thing.

The Bible does not use the phrase “holiness standards” anywhere.

To limit holiness to a set of prescribed standards (or rules) seriously diminishes the doctrine of holiness.

Lets look at the doctrine of holiness, as it pertains to the child of God.

Dictionary definition: holiness—A life of holiness or sanctity and total devotion to God.  The state of being holy or sacred, that is, set apart for the worship or service of God. The word holy is related to the word whole. 

Bible Dictionary definition: holiness—Consecrated to God’s service; conformed in all things to the will of God.
So, holiness is consecration, dedication and commitment to God.

Holiness is sometimes described as living that pleases God.

Which means … holiness is first a matter of the heart.

Therefore, holiness is my relationship with God.

Croft Pentz wrote, “The beauty of holiness is companionship with God.”
My relationship with God is the most important relationship in my life.

My relationship with God IS MY LIFE!

What is the basic purpose of standards?

IDENTIFICATION

The standards I live by identify me either as belonging to Christ or to the world.

Numbers 2:2 Every man of the children of Israel shall pitch by his own standard, with the ensign of their father’s house.

Standard—Flag; insignia; a badge or distinguishing mark.
(Refer to flags—US & Christian)

There are several New Testament directives that underscore the importance of being identified with Christ and not the world…

II Corinthians 6:17 Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you.

I John 2:15 Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him.
I Corinthians 2:12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God.
There are several areas of our life that either identifies us with Christ or worldliness…

· SPEECH

Matthew 26:73-74 And after a while came unto him they that stood by, and said to Peter, Surely thou also art one of them; for thy speech betrayeth thee. [74] Then began he to curse and to swear, saying, I know not the man. 
· ACTIONS

I John 2:16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.

Revelation 21:9 But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone; which is the second death.
· ASSOCIATIONS

I Corinthians 5:9-10 I wrote unto you in an epistle not to company with fornicators: [10] Yet not altogether with the fornicators of this world, or with the covetous, or extortioners, or with idolaters; for then must ye needs go out of the world.
· ATTITUDES

I John 2:15 Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him.
· APPEARANCE

I Timothy 2:9 In like manner also, that women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with shamefacedness and sobriety; not with broided hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly array; [10] But (which becometh women professing godliness) with good works.
So, to wrap up this point, our manner of speech, actions, attitudes, associations, and appearance either identify us with Christ or with the world.

It is amazing to me how many people claim to know God … but they refuse to learn of His holiness.

That is especially amazing when one considers that “God is holy.”
Some people’s heart is so full of sin and worldliness that there is no room for God.

On the job, in your family or in your neighborhood, you’ll often hear someone say … He/She must be a Christian; they don’t …

· Curse

· Tell filthy stories

· Run around on spouse

· Drink

· Take drugs

· Lie, cheat or steal

In other words, an action or a lifestyle identifies the individual as belonging to Christ.  

By the way, I’ve heard people described in opposite terms too!

· Curses like a sailor.

· Smokes like a freight train.

· Drinks like a fish.

· Sleeps around.

· Junky

· Steal anything that’s not nailed down

When a person is described using these terms they are not being identified with Christ.

The basic purpose of standards is IDENTIFICATION. 

There are three distinctions of Bible Standards: 

FIRST:  Explicit Bible Standards

The Bible is specific and direct.

Leviticus 18:20 Moreover thou shalt not lie carnally with thy neighbour’s wife, to defile thyself with her.
Leviticus 18:22 Thou shalt not lie with mankind, as with womankind: it is abomination.
Exodus 20:13 Thou shalt not kill.
Deuteronomy 22: 5 The woman shall not wear that which pertaineth unto a man, neither shall a man put on a woman's garment: for all that do so are abomination unto the LORD thy God.
Leviticus 10:9-10 Do not drink wine nor strong drink, thou, nor thy sons with thee, when ye go into the tabernacle of the congregation, lest ye die: it shall be a statute for ever throughout your generations: [10] And that ye may put difference between holy and unholy, and between unclean and clean.

SECOND: Non-Specific Bible Standards

Smoking and illicit drug use is not specifically prohibited in the Scripture.

I Corinthians 3:16-17 Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? [17] If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, which temple ye are.
I Corinthians 6:19-20 What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? [20] For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God’s.
THIRD: Standards set by the Pastor

Not explicit in the Scripture but logically sound teaching.

Jeremiah 3:15 And I will give you pastors according to mine heart, which shall feed you with knowledge and understanding.
Ephesians 4:11-12 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; [12] For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ.
Why I believe in standards.

FIRST: I want the world to know that I am identified with Christ!

SECOND: Standards protect my relationship with God.

It is spiritually futile to set strict standards and then not have a relationship with God...

And, it is a travesty to claim to have a relationship with God without standards.

Standards are like a security fence.  Erected to protect what is inside the fence.

(Recruit men to help illustrate point)

· Sin and Worldliness will always try to come between God and me.

· It’s the standards I set that protect me from sin and worldliness.

· As long as I have standards in place, sin and worldliness cannot get in to destroy my walk with God.

The key is to “Keep out of your life all that will keep Christ out of your heart.”
Many people, immediately after failing God, have said to me …

· I let my guard down.

· I got too close to the world.

· I didn’t think I’d fall into temptation.

· I never dreamed I’d allow that to happen.

· If only I wouldn’t have gone there.

· If only I hadn’t kept company with...

· If didn’t think it would hurt to just try that one time.

· It seemed innocent at first.

All are references to letting down a standard that was set to protect your relationship with God.

Understand this … The devil doesn’t care about your standards … His desire is to destroy your relationship with God.

We have to make up our mind to protect our relationship with God at all cost.

I don’t often quote her, but it was Mother Theresa who said, “Our progress in the walk of holiness depends on God and ourselves—on God’s grace and on our will to be holy. We must have a real living determination to reach holiness.”
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