Why I Believe In Holiness
By Jack Cunningham
1 John 3:2-3 Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is. [3] And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure.
Revelation 19:7-8 Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready. [8] And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints.

In this Bible study I’m going to share with you why my wife and I believe in holiness.

The reasons most important to me are pleasing Jesus and seeing Jesus!

I announced Sunday that I only need one Bible verse to make me love holiness … Hebrews 12:14 Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord.
This one verse makes holiness essential – not optional – because I want to see the Lord!
Song: This Train Is Bound For Glory … If you want to go to heaven you have to be holy.

What is HOLINESS?

· Holiness is, first of all, an expression of our love for God.

· Holiness is a matter of the heart.

· Holiness is a measurement of the depth of our commitment to God.

· Holiness is a desire to be Godly (or to imitate the very nature and character of God) … the most difficult aspect of holiness.

· Holiness is inward and outward purity.

· Holiness is how we respond to God's voice—How Quickly—How Concisely—and, How Completely!
It takes a lifetime to achieve spiritual maturity.

A genuine follower of Christ is always pursuing holiness … without ever fully arriving!

One can become a Christian instantaneously … obey Acts 2:38.

But, really knowing God, living a righteous life, and developing faith is a gradual process … a lifelong journey. 
There are no shortcuts to spiritual maturity. 
It takes time to be holy. 
I cannot love God without also loving holiness.
1 Peter 1:16 Be ye holy; for I am holy.
He is holy.

All His attributes are holy.

Anything that belongs to God must strive to be holy.
We love the “POWER” of God … but He didn’t say, “I am power.”

The word “holy” comes from the same root as the word “wholly” … it means complete. 

I cannot be holy, if his mind, heart, soul, and strength are not given wholly to God.

Matthew 22:37-38 Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. [38] This is the first and great commandment.
Holiness is worship.
Psalms 29:2 Give unto the LORD the glory due unto his name; worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness. 
In the Old Testament the sanctuary was called the “beauty of holiness.” 

Now, in the New Testament … “your body is the temple” [I Corinthians 6:9] … 

Get this: The highest form of worship I can give to God is to live for Him. 

Holiness is my desire to do His will.
The essence of true holiness is conformity to the nature and will of God.  [Samuel Lucas]
Saying yes to God means determining to say no to things that offend his holiness.
Holiness is a love for righteousness.

Ezra 9:15 O LORD God of Israel, thou art righteous. 

To love God is to love righteousness.

To live righteously is to live Godly.

Matthew 5:6 Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled.

So, genuine holiness is my desire to be like Him.

Holiness is my desire to please Him first, foremost, and forever.

If it pleases God, it doesn't matter who it displeases.  If it displeases God, it doesn't matter who it pleases.

Saying yes to God means saying no to things that offend his holiness.
Holiness is keeping God’s commandments.

John 14:15, 21 If ye love me, keep my commandments. [21] He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him.
Other than “Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy,” Jesus repeated nine of the Ten Commandments.

They are not the ten suggestions! 

To live holy means bringing my flesh under control of the Spirit.
2 Corinthians 7:1 Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God. 
1 John 3:3 And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure.
Someone said, “Unholy living follows unholy thinking.”
Radio preacher said, “Sin don’t begin in the bed, sin begins in the head.”
Revelation 19:7 Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready.

Because we believe in holiness, we live by standards of separation.

II Corinthians 6:17-18 Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you,
[18] And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.
Separate yourself from fellowship with the world, or be assured the world will separate you from fellowship with God. 

What are standards?

Isaiah 49:22 Thus saith the Lord GOD, Behold, I will lift up mine hand to the Gentiles, and set up my standard to the people:

Isaiah 62:10 Go through, go through the gates; prepare ye the way of the people; cast up, cast up the highway; gather out the stones; lift up a standard for the people.

The “standard” referenced in these verses was a sign, flag, or insignia.  

The standard (sign, flag or insignia) was a symbol of one’s declaration to the country or king to which he/she belongs.

In the New Testament … “standards” are an outward sign of our inward commitment to God.

Again, a sign or insignia … a declaration to the world that we belong to Jesus Christ … He is our King!
Holiness on the inside brings about a change on the outside.
If the standards we choose to live by mirror the depth of our commitment to holiness … 
Then, vice-versa, a lack of standards in our life indicates a lack of holiness.

Ephesians 4:24-32 And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness. [25] Wherefore putting away lying, speak every man truth with his neighbour: for we are members one of another. [26] Be ye angry, and sin not: let not the sun go down upon your wrath: [27] Neither give place to the devil. [28] Let him that stole steal no more: but rather let him labour, working with his hands the thing which is good, that he may have to give to him that needeth. [29] Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but that which is good to the use of edifying, that it may minister grace unto the hearers. [30] And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption. [31] Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil speaking, be put away from you, with all malice: [32] And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you.
When there is holiness in the heart … it is manifest in our speech, attitude, actions, reactions, dress, habits, etc.
Are “standards” really Biblical?

Absolutely!  
Anyone who tells you that there are no absolute lines of separation in the Bible … they have clearly not read their Bible.

My wife and I believe there are very clearly defined standards in the Bible that we should apply to their life.

· We don’t drink alcoholic beverages:
Ephesians 5:18 And be not drunk with wine.  Leviticus 10:9 Do not drink wine nor strong drink.
· My wife doesn’t wear men’s clothing and I don’t wear women’s clothing:
Deuteronomy 22:5 The woman shall not wear that which pertaineth unto a man, neither shall a man put on a woman's garment: for all that do so are abomination unto the LORD thy God.
· My wife and I don’t wear excessive jewelry:
1 Peter 3:3-4 Whose adorning let it not be that outward adorning of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel; [4] But let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price.
· My wife wears her hair long, I keep mine cut short:
1 Corinthians 11:14-15 Doth not even nature itself teach you, that, if a man have long hair, it is a shame unto him? [15] But if a woman have long hair, it is a glory to her: for her hair is given her for a covering.

Four categories of standards:

First: Standards based on the Word of God.

· Cannot be changed, ignored, or modified!
Second: Standards based on personal conviction.

· Dare not change it.
· Mike Easter … shaved his mustache. 

Third: Church or platform standards. 
· The man of God has the Scriptural authority to set standards of separation according to how God is leading him.
· When I was a boy pastors preached against cigarette smoking. Forty years later we now know that they were right.
Fourth: Standards based on personal opinion. 
· NO ONE has the authority to impose personal opinion on other people.
Some folks argue that separation from the world and Biblical standards are outdated.

In response to that vein of thought, I have to ask the question … Is loving God outdated?

Is commitment and dedication to God outdated?

Has the meaning of holiness changed?

Romans 6:22 But now being made free from sin, and become servants to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting life. 

It is ludicrous for anyone to say they believe in God but they don’t believe in holiness.
Without holiness … we cannot have a relationship with God.
Isaiah 35:8 And an highway shall be there, and a way, and it shall be called The way of holiness; the unclean shall not pass over it; but it shall be for those: the wayfaring men, though fools, shall not err therein.
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