12-31-10

You're Closer Than You Know
1 Samuel 17:40-51 And he took his staff in his hand, and chose him five smooth stones out of the brook, and put them in a shepherd's bag which he had, even in a scrip; and his sling was in his hand: and he drew near to the Philistine. [41] And the Philistine came on and drew near unto David; and the man that bare the shield went before him. [42] And when the Philistine looked about, and saw David, he disdained him: for he was but a youth, and ruddy, and of a fair countenance. [43] And the Philistine said unto David, Am I a dog, that thou comest to me with staves? And the Philistine cursed David by his gods. [44] And the Philistine said to David, Come to me, and I will give thy flesh unto the fowls of the air, and to the beasts of the field. [45] Then said David to the Philistine, Thou comest to me with a sword, and with a spear, and with a shield: but I come to thee in the name of the LORD of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom thou hast defied. [46] This day will the LORD deliver thee into mine hand; and I will smite thee, and take thine head from thee; and I will give the carcases of the host of the Philistines this day unto the fowls of the air, and to the wild beasts of the earth; that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel. [47] And all this assembly shall know that the LORD saveth not with sword and spear: for the battle is the Lord's, and he will give you into our hands. [48] And it came to pass, when the Philistine arose, and came and drew nigh to meet David, that David hasted, and ran toward the army to meet the Philistine. [49] And David put his hand in his bag, and took thence a stone, and slang it, and smote the Philistine in his forehead, that the stone sunk into his forehead; and he fell upon his face to the earth. [50] So David prevailed over the Philistine with a sling and with a stone, and smote the Philistine, and slew him; but there was no sword in the hand of David. [51] Therefore David ran, and stood upon the Philistine, and took his sword, and drew it out of the sheath thereof, and slew him, and cut off his head therewith. And when the Philistines saw their champion was dead, they fled.
In all of David’s young life he has never…
· Stood in a more dangerous place.
· Stood in a place more filled with destiny.
· Stood in a place where so much hung in the balances.
· Faced a bigger or fiercer enemy.
Goliath wasn’t just any enemy…
· He was the champion of the Philistines … Israel’s worst enemy.
· He was a giant – almost superhuman.
· He was feared by all men.
There has never been more at stake…
· Depending on the outcome of this fight … Israel will depart as either victors or servants.
There’s no doubt about it … things looked very dim on that day.
· There was plenty at stake.
· They would have been foolish not to be extremely concerned.
· They were even justified in their fearfulness.
· Israel’s chances did not look good.

Though all of these observations are true … there is one more truth that is often overlooked in times of trouble.
Neither David nor Israel had ever stood so close to victory!
They were literally “a stones throw” from the greatest victory of David’s life and for the people of God.
I have picture on the wall in my office that is a more modern era depiction of my message … “You’re Closer Than You Know.”
The picture is of Thomas Alva Edison.
He is an important character in American history because of his many inventions.
Thomas Edison held 1,093 patents for different inventions.  Many of them, like the light bulb and the phonograph were brilliant creations that have a huge influence on our everyday life. 
But the light bulb wasn’t an instant success … “It has been reported that Edison failed over 6,000 times before perfecting the first electric light bulb.” 
The picture in my office is of Edison in his lab posing with a single light bulb. The picture carries this caption … 
“Many of life’s failures are men who did not realize how close they were to success when they gave up.”
Seemingly impossible circumstances can cause you to be … 
· Concerned
· Fearful
· Distraught
Those circumstances can make things look very …
· Bleak
· Hopeless  
In the face of insurmountable odds the best of us can feel … 
· Helpless
· Like running away
· Giving up
2010 has not been an easy year for some of you …
· Death of a loved one
· Sickness
· Financial hardship
· Failed relationships
· And more
The enemy would like you to only see the giants … 
He wants you to focus on what seems impossible.
Like the Psalmist David and Thomas Edison …
“You’re Closer Than You Know!”
We need to understand that at those times when… 
· The enemy seems to be pressing the most.
· The situation seems the worst.
· It feels like everything is against us.
That is when we are the closest to the greatest victory of our life!
David was a stone’s throw away from his greatest victory…
· A victory that would defeat Israel’s number one enemy.
· A victory that would set free all of Israel.
· A victory that would catapult David to a place of honor and power. 
A victory that never would have been if David had focused on the impossible and insurmountable … 
Romans 8:31 If God be for us, who can be against us?
My translation of that verse … “If God is for us … it doesn’t even matter who or what is against us.”
When Elisha’s servant came running in screaming … “we’re surrounded by the enemy” …  the Prophet told his servant … Better go look again, “more be with us than with them.”
“You’re Closer Than You Know!”
Psalms 124 became David’s lifelong mantra … “If it had not been for the LORD who was on our side.”
“You’re Closer Than You Know!”
It looked very dim for three young Hebrew boys who are about to be thrown into a fiery furnace…
· Anyone feel like running? … You bet!
· Anyone rethinking his decision? … Probably.
· Anyone come to the conclusion that this might be the end of us? … Absolutely.
“You’re Closer Than You Know!”
Could we not say the same for Daniel when he was cast into a den of lions?
“You’re Closer Than You Know!”
How about the Children of Israel …
A mountain on either side … Pharaoh’s army closing in behind … the Red Sea in front of them …
“You’re Closer Than You Know!”
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